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LETTER  VIII. 
Legislative  and  ecclesiastical  proceedings 
in  favour  of  Colonization,  and  of  the  So- 
ciety.— Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Ken- 
tucky, Delaware,  Massachusetts,  Tennes- 
see, Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland;6fc. 
— Synod  of  Utica. — General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. — Methodist  E. 
Conference,  <^'c.  <^c. 

The  Colonization  Society  has,  by  perse- 
verance, and  by  the  intrinsic  merit  of  its 
views,  at  length  "  won  golden  opinions"  from 
the  greater  part  of  the  nation.  Tlie  legisla- 
tures of  fourteen  states,  New  Hampshire, 
*  Vermont,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia",  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  and  Indiana,  have  passed  resolutions 
distinctly  recommending  the  scheme  of  co- 
lonizing the  free  coloured  population,  and 
most  of  them  approving  of  the  objects  of  the 
Society  Eleven  of  those  states  have  in- 
structed their  senators,  and  requested  their 
representatives  in  Congress,  to  promote,  in 
the  general  government,  measures  for  re- 
moving such  free  persons  of  colour  as  are 
desirous  of  emigrating  to  Africa.  And 
"  nearly  all  the  ecclesiastical  bodies  in  the 
United  States  have,  by  resolutions,  fully  ex- 
pressed their  opinion,  that  the  Society  me- 
rits the  consideration  and  favour  of  the  whole 
Christian  community,  and  earnestly  recom- 
mend it  to  their  patronage."  I  annex  some 
specimens : 

LEGISLATURES. 

Resolution  of  (he  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  1818. 

"  Resolved,  bv'  the  general  assembly  of  the  state 
of  Tennessee,  That  the  senators  in  congress  from 
this, state  be,  and  tliey  are  hereby  requested  and 
instructed ;  and  that  the  representatives  be,  and 
they  are  iiereby  requested,  to  give  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  any  aid  in  their  power,  in 
devising  and  carrying  into  effect  a  plan  wliich  may 
have  for  its  object  the  colonizing,  in  some  distant 
countiy,  the  free  people  of  colour  who  are  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  within  the  limits 
of  any  of  their  territories." 

Resolution  of  the  'Legislature  of  Maryland,  1819. 

"  Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  governor  be 
requestecj  to  communicate  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  our  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  Congress,  the  ojxnionof  the  general  assem- 
bly, that  a  wise  and  provident  policy  suggests  the 
expediency,  on  tlie  part  of  our  national  government, 
of  procuring  through  negociation,  by  cession  or  pur- 
chase, a  tract  of  country  on  the  vvestem  coast  of 
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Africa,  for  tlie  colonization  of  the  free  people  of  co- 
lour of  the  United  States." 

Resolve  of  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  1824. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the 
United  Slates  is  a  great  national  evil,  and  that  the 
people  and  the  States  ought  to  participate  in  the 
burdens  and  duties  of  removing  it,  by  all  just  and 
prudent  measures,  which  may  be  adopted  with  a  re- 
gard to  their  internal  peace  and  mutual  harmony: 
and  that  a  system  of  colonization,  under  the  patron- 
age of  the  general  government,  may  reasonably 
be  deemed  conducive  to  so  desirable  an  object." 

Resolve  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  1825. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature, 
a  system  of  foreign  colonization,  viith  correspondent 
measures,  might  be  adopted,  that  would,  in  due 
time,  effect  the  entire  emancipation  of  slaves  in  this 
coimtry,  and  furnish  an  asylum  for  the  free  blacks, 
without  any  violation  of  the  national  compact,  or  in- 
fringement of  the  rights  of  individuals ;  and  that 
such  a  system  should  be  predicated  upon  the  prin- 
ciple, that  Ihe  evil  of  slaveiy  is  a  national  one,  and 
thai  the  people  and  the  States  of  this  union,  ought 
mutually  to  participate  in  the  duties  and  burdens  of 
removing  it." 

Of  Ihe  Legislature  of  Delaware. 

"  Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  state  of  Delaware,  in  general  assembly 
met.  That  it  is  requisite  for  our  prosperity,  and,  what 
is  of  more  important  concern,  essential  to  our  safe- 
ty, that  measures  should  be  taken,  for  the  removal 
from  this  country,  of  the  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  general  assembly  approve 
the  objects  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
and  consider  that  those  objects  deserve  public  sup- 
port, and  that  they  ought  to  be  fostered  and  encou- 
raged b\-  the  national  govenmient,  and  with  the 
national  funds." 

Resolve  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  1827- 
"  Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Kentucky,  That  they  \iew  w  i'h  deep 
and  friendly  interest,  the  exertions  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  in  establishing  an  jsylum  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  free  people  of  colour  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  that  the  senp^ors  and  repre  ■ 
sentatives  in  Congress  from  this  st-rte  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  requested,  to  use  theK  efforts  to  facilitate 
the  removal  of  such  free  perils  of  colour  as  may 
desire  to  emigrate  from  the  jitited  States  to  the  co- 
lony in  Africa,  and  to  inside  to  them  the  protection 
and  patronage  of  the  g^ieral  government,  so  far  as 
shall  be  deemed  con/stent  with  the  safety  and  in- 
terest of  the  United  <States." 
Resolution  of  pie  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  1829. 
"Be  it  resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  Pennsylvania,  in  general  assemlily 
met.  That  in  the  opiiiion  of  this  general  assembly, 
the  American  Colonization  Society  eminently  de- 
mands the  support  of  the  national  government,  and 
that  our  senators  be  directed,  and  that  the  repre- 
sentatives in  congress  be  requested  to  aid  the  same 
bv  fill  proper  and  constitutional  means." 
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Resolution  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  1829. 

"  Be  it  resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the 
state  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  congress  be,  and  ihey  are  hereby  requested, 
in  the  name  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  to  sohcit  the 
assistance  of  the  general  government  to  aid  the 
laudable  designs  of  the  Colonization  Society,  in 
such  manner  as  Congress,  in  its  wisdom,  may  deem 
expedient." 

General  Assemhly  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

"Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
of  Ohio,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  be  requested,  to  use  their 
efforts  to  induce  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  aid  the  American  Colonization  Society,  in 
effecting  the  object  of  their  institution,  which  is  so 
eminently  calculated  to  advance  the  honour  and 
interest  of  our  common  country." 

Louisiana  Legislature. 

A  resolution,  recently  presented  to  this  body,  pro- 
posmg  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to  take 
into  consideration,  the  expediency  of  promoting  the 
emigration  of  free  people  of  colour  from  that  state 
to  Liberia,  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  twenty-two 
against  eleven. 

Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
view  with  great  interest,the  efforts  made  by  the  Ame- 
rican Colonization  Society,  in  establishing  an  asylum 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  lor  the  free  people  of  colour 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  this 
legislature,  it  is  a  subject  eminently  deserving  the 
attention  and  aid  of  congress,  so  far  as  shall  be  con- 
sistent with  the  powers  of  Congress,  the  rights  of 
the  several  states  of  the  union,  and  the  rights  of  the 
individuals  who  are  the  objects  of  those  efforts." 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 

York,  in  the  Senate,  on  the  13!h  of  April,  1832. 

"  Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  memorials  of  the  State  Co- 
lonization Society,  and  of  Wm.  A.  Duer  and  others 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  reported  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  senate  applaud  the  motives, 
and  approve  the  objects  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  and  have  full  confidence  m  the 
fidelity,  discretion,  and  ability  of  its  executive  of- 
ficers. 

"  Resolved,  That  as  the  said  society  proposes  to 
remove  or  mitigate  existing  evils,  and  prevent  or 
diminish  apprehended  dangers,  it  deserves  the 
confidence  and  encouragement  of  the  American 
people. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  senate  commend  the  said  so- 
ciety to  the  consideration  and  patronage  of  the  citi- 
zens of  this  state. 

"  Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  transmitted 
to  the  houjurable  the  assembly  for  their  considera- 
tion." 

The  resolirions  passed  the  house  of  assembly 
with  hardly  a  of.ssenting  voice. 

ECCLEfSASTICAL  BODIES. 

Resolution  of  the  Gent^al  Assembly  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  of  Pe?insye^ania,  held  in  Fhiladelphia, 
June,  1818. 

"  We  recommend  to  all  uir  people  to  patronize 
and  encourage  the  Society  laissly  formed  for  colo- 
nizing in  Africa,  the  land  of  their  ancestors,  the  peo- 
ple of  colour  in  our  country.  We  'nope  that  much 
good  may  result  from  the  plans  and  efforts  of  this 
society.  And  while  we  exceedingly  rejoice  to  have 
witnessed  its  origin  and  organization  amoner  the 
HOLDERS  OF  SLAVES,  as  giving  an  unequivocal 
pledge  of  their  desire  to  lilserate  themselves  and 
their  country  from  the  calamity  of  slavery,  we  hope 
that  those  portions  of  the  American  union,  whose 
inhabitants  are,  by  a  gracious  Providence,  more  fa- 


vourably circumstanced,  will  cordially,  and  libe- 
rally, and  earnestly  co-operate  with  their  brethren, 
in  bringing  about  the  great  end  contemplated." 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church,  holden  at  Petersburg, 
on  the  ]3th  May,  1819. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  convention  highly  approve 
of  the  objects  of  the  American  Colonization  Society ; 
and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  transmit  to 
the  president  of  the  Society,  a  copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion, and  to  assure  liim  of  the  good  wishes  and  pray- 
ers of  the  committee  in  behalf  of  the  benevolent  ex- 
ertions of  the  Society." 

Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church. — Session  of  the  Assembly,  May  2\sl, 
1819. 

"The  objects  and  plans  of  the  American  Society 
for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  having  been  stated  to  the  general  assem- 
bly, and  the  same  having  been  considered  and  dis- 
cussed, the  assembly  resolved.  That  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  plan  of  the  Society  is  benevolent  in  its  de- 
sign, and,  if  properly  supported  and  judiciously  and 
vigorously  prosecuted,  calculated  to  be  extensively 
useful  to  this  country'  and  to  Africa.  The  situation 
of  the  people  of  colour,  has  frequently  attracted  the 
attention  of  this  assembly.  In  the  distinctive  and 
indelible  marks  of  their  colour,  and  the  prejudices 
of  the  people,  an  insurmountable  bar  has  been 
placed  against  the  execution  of  any  plan  for  the  ele- 
vating their  character,  and  placing  them  on  a  foot- 
ing with  their  brethren  of  the  same  common  family. 
In  restoring  them  to  the  land  of  their  fathers,  the 
assembly  hope  the  way  may  be  opened,  not  only  for 
the  accomplishment  of  that  object,  but  for  introdu- 
cing civilization  and  the  gospel  to  the  benighted  na- 
tions of  Africa.  From  the  information  and  state- 
ments received,  the  assembly  believe,  that  the  pro- 
posed colony  in  Africa  may  be  made  a  powerful 
auxiliary,  in  the  efforts  which  are  now  making  to 
abolish  the  iniquitous  traffic  in  slaves,  carried  on  in 
Africa,  and  happily  calculated  to  lay  the  foundation 
for  the  gradual  emancipation  of  slaves  in  this  coun- 
try, in  a  legal  and  constitutional  manner,  and  without 
violating  the  rights,  or  injuring  the  feelings  of  our 
southern  brethren. 

"  With  these  vievi's,  the  assembly  feel  it  a  duty 
earnestly  to  recommend  the  American  Society  for 
colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United 
States  to  the  patronage  and  attention  of  the  churches 
under  their  care,  and  to  benevolent  individuals 
throughout  the  union." 

Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Presbytery  of  Fay- 
eltevilie,  N.  C,  Moiulay.  14^A  Oc/<i'6er,1819. 
"  Resolved,  That  the  presbytery  do  heartily  ap- 
prove of  the  object  proposed  by  the  American  So- 
ciety for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  tliat  they  do  sincerely  wish,  and 
fervently  pray,  that  the  said  society  may  meet  with 
the  most  abundant  and  speedy  success." 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  in  Winches- 
ter, on  the  2%1  October,  1819,  the  folloibing  resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  adopted. 
"Whereas,  the  synod  of  Virginia  are  informed  of 
the  existence  in  our  country,  of  an  association  of  in- 
telligent and  patriotic  citizens,  under  the  title  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  the  object  of  which 
is,  to  send  out  to  Africa,  such  free  persons  of  colour 
as  may  be  willing  to  go  :  and,  whereas,  there  is  rea- 
son to  hope  that  this  enterprise,  if  conducted  with 
proper  discretion,  will  produce  the  happiest  effects, 
particularly  in  aiding  to  communicate  the  glad  ti- 
dings of  the  gospel  to  an  interesting  quarter  of  the 
globe  ;  and  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  a  degraded 
portion  of  our  population ;  while  it  promises  the 
means  of  alleviating  evils  which  our  own  country 
has  reason  to  deplore. 

"  Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  synod  of  Vir- 
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ginia  do  recommend,  and  they  do  hereb)'^  cordially 
recommend  to  all  the  members  of  the  churches  and 
congregations  under  their  care,  to  aid  the  design 
of  the  said  Society  according  to  opportunity  and 
ability,  by  their  countenance,  liieir  contributions, 
and  tlieir  prayers  to  Almighty  God  for  its  success."' 

Al  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Convention  of  the  Con- 
gregational clergy  (f  Connecticut,  at  Hartford, 
Mai/ 2d,  1827: 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  does  cheerfully 
recommend  the  American  Colonization  Society,  to 
the  charitable  consideration  of  the  Congregational 
churches  in  this  state,  as  an  institution  wortliy  of 
the  patronage  ol' individuals,  of  tlie  states,  and  of  the 
nation. 

"Resolved,  That  this  convention  cordially  ap- 
proves of  the  measures  proposed  by  several  ecclesi- 
astical bodies  in  our  country,  of  making  collections 
in  the  churches,  for  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety, 0  1  the  Sabbath  immediately  preceding  or  suc- 
ceeding the  4th  of  July,  and  that  they  recommend 
such  annual  collections  to  churches  and  congrega- 
tions in  this  state." 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  May  28,  1827. 
"Resolved,  That  this  convention  highly  approve 
of  the  objects  of  the  Colonization  Society,  and  that 
we  recommend  to  our  ministers  and  brethren  gen- 
erally, to  use  their  influence  to  advance  its  inter- 
ests." 

Ohio  Methodist  Conference. 

"  At  a  special  meeting  of  tiie  Ohio  Local  District 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  held 
June  18th,  1827: 

"Resolved,  That  this  conference  cordially  ap- 
prove the  benevolent  objects  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  and  that  all  the  preachers  within 
its  jurisdiction  be,  and  they  are  hereby  earnestly  re- 
quested to  deliver  public  addresses,  and  to  take  up 
public  collections,  in  support  of  the  colonization 
cause,  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  annually,  or  on  the 
Sabbath  immediately  preceding  or  succeeding  that 
day,  wherever  it  may  be  found  practicable." 

Resolution  of  the  Lutheran  Synod. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church, 
of  West  Pennsylvania,  Mifflin,  Sept.  30,  1827,  the 
synod, 

"  Resolved,  That  this  synod  highly  approve  of 
the  institution  and  proceedings  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  and  most  earnestly  recommend 
its  interests  and  advancement  to  the  prayers  and 
patronage  of  all  the  churches  under  their  care." 
Resolutions  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church.  May,  1828. 

"Resolved,  1st.  That  this  conference  highly  ap- 
prove of  the  objects  proposed,  and  the  measures 
taken  by  the  American  Colonization  Society,  in  re- 
ference to  the  colonization  of  the  free  people  of  co- 
lour on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

"2d.  That  this  conference  look  to  the  settlement 
of  Liberia,  as  opening  a  door  for  the  diffusion  of  all 
the  benign  influences  of  the  gospel,  over  the  conti- 
nent of  Africa  ;  and  therefore  recommend  it  to  our 
ministers  and  members,  to  aid,  by  their  exertions 
and  influence,  in  the  formation  and  support  of  aux- 
iliary societies,  and  the  making  annual  collections 
to  aid  in  carrying  into  effect  the  benevolent  designs 
of  the  parent  institution." 

Resolution  of  the  Synod  of  Uiica,  N.  Y.  1829. 

'  Resolved,  That  all  clergymen  within  the  bounds 
of  this  synod  be,  and  they  hereby  arc,  most  ear- 
nestly requested,  to  take  up  collections  and  sub- 
scriptions yearly,  on  or  near  the  fourth  of  July,  as 
a  proper  mode  of  aiding  the  funds  of  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society ;  and  that,  as  far  as  practicable,  they 
enable  their  people  to  understand  the  history,  de- 
sign, progress,  and  prospects  of  the  feociety." 


Resduiion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church,  1830. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the 
churches  under  the  care  of  the  general  assembly,  to 
take  up  collections  for  the  Colonization  Society,  on 
the  next  4th  of  July." 

Resolution  of  the  Philadelphia   Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  1831. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Conference  highly  approv 
ingof  the  plan  and  ])urposes  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  do  recommend  that  collections  be 
taken  up  throughout  the  churches  within  our 
bounds,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  on  the  4th  of  July 
next,  hi  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  above  Society." 
From  the  General  Synod  of  the  Butch  Reformed 
church. 

"  Resolved,  Tliat  this  synod  cheerfully  recom- 
mend to  the  patronage  of  the  churches  under  their 
care,  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

"  Resolved,  That  whenever  meetings  shall  be 
held  on  the  4lh  of  July,  it  be  earnestly  recommended 
to  have  collections  made  m  behalf  of  tlus  insti- 
tution." 

Resolution  of  the  Baltimore  Methodist  Annual  Con- 
ference. 

"  Resolved,  by  the  Baltimore  annual  conference, 
in  conference  assembled.  That  we  highly  approve 
the  objects  of  the  American  Colonization  Society ; 
and  that  we  will  use  all  prudent  means  to  promote 
its  success,  by  taking  up  collections  in  aid  of  its 
funds,  on  the  Sabbath  preceding  or  succeeding  the 
4th  of  July,  in  all  places  where  it  is  practicable  " 
Resolution  of  the  New  York  Methodi.tt  Annual  Con- 
ference. 

"  Resolved,  That  each  preacher  in  charge,  be  ad- 
vised, with  the  consent  of  the  official  members,  to 
take  up  a  collection  in  one  or  more  of  the  principal 
congregations  of  his  circuit  or  station,  in  behalf  of 
the  Colonization  Society,  on  the  4th  of  July  next,  or 
on  the  Sabbath  immediately  preceding  or  succeed- 
ing that  day." 

The  following  resolution  voas  passed,  at  the  late  ses- 

sion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 

Chur'ch,  May  1832. 

"  Wliereas,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  body,  that  Afri- 
can colonization  is  eminently  calculated  to  benefit 
a  long-persecuted  and  deeply-injured  race,  by  fur- 
nishing to  the  free  people  of  colour  an  opportunity 
to  escape  from  the  oppression  which  they  suffer  in 
this  country — by  removing  the  obstacles  to  the  vo- 
luntary emancipation  of  the  slaves;  and  especially 
by  the  fiicilities  it  affords  for  suppressing  the  horrid 
traffic  in  human  flesh  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and 
for  the  introduction  of  Christianity  and  civihzation 
into  that  benighted  continent.    Therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  pastors  of  all  the  churches  under  the  care  of  the 
General  Assembly,  to  bring  the  claims  of  the  Ame- 
rican Colonization  Society  before  their  respective 
congregations  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
churches,  to  take  up  collections  in  aid  of  its  funds 
on  the  4th  of  July,  or  some  Sabbath  near  it." 

GRAND  JURY. 

Resolutions  of  the  Grand  Jury  in  Ross  county,  Ohio, 

March,  1827. 

"  Wliereas,  the  benevolent  scheme  to  colonize 
the  free  people  of  colour  on  the  ontinent  of  Africa, 
merits  the  decided  concurrence?  and  entire  appro- 
bation of  the  members  which  compose  the  grand 
jury: 

"Therefore  re.solred,  TAat  we,  the  members  of 
this  grand  jurj-  do  hereby  concur  in  the  great  and 
benevolent  plan,  instituted  by  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society  at  Washington  city,  for  the  purpose 
of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Aifrica;  and  do  recommend  it  to  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  good  people  of  this  county." 


LETTERS  ON  THE 


LETTER  IX. 
Situation  of  the  Colonists  in  Liberia. — Soil, 
and  Climate. — Productions  and  Com- 
merce.— Morals  and  Manners. — Tesit- 
viony  of  a  Committee  in  Monrovia, —  Of 
Captain  Nicholson. 

The  subject  discussed  in  this  letter,  is  of 
paramount  importance.  Whatever  consider- 
ations of  policy,  in  regard  to  this  country, 
might  plead  in  favour  of  the  scheme  of  colo- 
nization, it  would  not  liave  the  sanction  of 
the  friends  of  mankind,  of  those  who  com- 
miserate the  depressed  condition  of  the  co- 
loured population  of  tlie  United  States,  if 
the  situation  of  the  emigrants  were  not  ma- 
nifestly improved.  To  place  this  vital  point 
on  a  basis  as  firm  as  the  rock  of  Gibraltar,  I 
have  collected  what  may  be  regarded  as  a 
superfluity  of  testimony;  as  that  any  one  of 
the  parties  would  be  sufficient  to  remove  all 
doubts  from  the  minds  of  all  persons  open  to 
conviction.  But  it  seemed  right,  in  such  a 
case,  "  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure." 

Of  a  circular,  forwarded  by  a  committee  of 
tlie  inhabitants  of  Monrovia,  to  their  brethren 
in  the  United  States,  dated  September  1827, 
the  following  is  the  substance  : 

EXTRACT. 
"  As  much  speculation  and  uncertainty  continues 
to  prevail  among  ihe  people  of  colour  in  the  United 
States,  respectincr  our  situation  and  prospects  in 
Africa ;  and  many  misrepresentations  have  been  put 
in  circulation  there,  of  a  nature  slanderous  to  us, 
and,  in  their  effects,  injurious  to  them ;  we  felt  it  our 
duty,  by  a  true  statement  of  our  circumstances,  to 
endeavour  to  correct  them. 

"  The  first  consideration  which  caused  our  volunta- 
ry removal  to  this  country,  and  ihe  object,  v)hich  ire 
still  regard  with  the  deepest  concern,  is  liberty — li- 
berty, in  the  sober,  simjile,  but  complete  sense  of 
the  word ;  not  a  licentious  hberty,  nor  a  liberty 
without  government,  or  which  should  place  us  with- 
out the  restraint  of  salutary  laws — but  that  liberty 
of  speech,  action,  and   conscience,  which  distin- 
guishes the  free,  enfranchised  citizens  of  a  free 
state.     We  did  not  enjoy  that  freedom  in  our  native 
country ;  and,  from  causes  which,  as  respects  our- 
selves, toe  sliall  soon  forget  forever,  ive  were  certain 
it  was  not  there  altainabte  for  ourselves  or  our  chil- 
dren.   This,  then,  being  the  first  object  of  our  pur- 
suit in  coining  to  Africa,  is  probably  the  first  object 
on  which  you  will  ask  for  information.     And  we 
must  truly  declare  to  you,  that  our  expectations  and 
hopes,  in  thia  respect,  have   been  realized.    Our 
constitution  secures  to  us,  so  far  as  our  condition  al- 
lows, "  all  the  lights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States;"  and  these  rights  and 
privileges  are  ours : — we  are  proprietors  cf  ihe  soil 
we  live  on,  and  possess  Ihe  riglds  of  freeholders.  Our 
suffrages,  and,  wliat  i:  of  more  importance,  our  senti- 
inenis  and  our  o^inioni,  have  their  due  weight  in  the 
government  we  lite  under.     Our  laws  are  altogether 
our  own :  they  grow  out  of  our  circumstances  ;  are 
framed  for  otir  erxhisive  henefit,  and  administered 
either  by  officers  of  our  own  appointment,  or  such  as 
possess  our  confidence.  We  ha  <-e  a  judiciary,  chosen 
from  among  ourselves ;  we  serve  as  jurors  in  the 
trial  of  others ;  and  are  liable  to  be  tried  only  by 
juries  of  our  fellow-citizens  ourselves.  IVe  have  all 
that  IS  meant  by  liberty  of  conscience.    The  time  and 
mode  of  worshipping  God,  as  prescribed  to  us  in  his 
word,  and  dictated  by  our  conscience,  we  are  not 


only  free  to  follow,  but  are  protected  in  follow- 
ing. 

"  Forming  a  community  of  our  own,  in  the  land  of 
our  forefathers;  having  the  commerce,  and  soil, 
and  resources  of  the  country,  at  our  disposal ;  we 
know  nothing  of  that  debasing  inferiority  with  vihick 
our  very  colour  stamped  us  in  America ;  tlttre  is  no- 
thing here  to  create  the  feeling  on  our  pari — nothing 
to  cherish  tlie  feeling  of  superiority  in  the  minds  of 
foreigners  who  visit  us.  It  is  this  moral  emancipa- 
tion— tliis  liberation  of  the  mind  from  worse  than 
iron  fetters — thai  repays  us  ten  thousand  times  over, 
for  all  tlial  it  has  cost  us,  and  inakes  us  grateful  to 
God  and  our  American  patrons,  for  the  happy  change 
that  has  taken  place  in  our  situation.  We  are  not  so 
self-complacent  as  to  rest  satisfied  with  our  improve- 
ment, either  as  regards  our  minds  or  our  circum- 
stances. We  do  not  expect  to  remain  stationary. 
Far  from  it.  But  we  certainly  feel  ourselves,  for 
the  first  time,  in  a  state  to  improve  either,  to  any 
purpose.  The  burden  is  gone  from  our  shoulders ; 
we  now  breathe  and  move  freely  ;  and  know  not, 
(in  surveying  your  present  state)  ibr  which  to  pity 
you  mosi — the  empty  name  of  liberty,  which  you 
endeavour  to  content  yourselves  with,  in  a  country 
that  is  not  yours,  or  the  delusion  which  makes  you 
hope  for  ampler  privileges  in  that  country  hereaf- 
ter. Tell  us,  which  is  the  white  man,  who,  with  a 
prudent  regard  to  his  own  character,  can  associate 
willi  one  of  you,  on  terms  of  equality  ?  Ask  us, 
which  is  the  white  man  who  would  decline  such 
association  with  one  of  our  number,  whose  intellec- 
tual and  moral  qualities  are  not  an  objection  ?  To 
both  these  questions,  we  unhesitatingly  make  the 
same  answer : — There  is  no  such  white  man. 

"  We  solicit  none  of  you  to  emigrate  to  this  country  : 
for  we  know  not  viho  among  you  prefers  rational  in- 
dependence, and  the  honest  respect  of  his  fellow  men, 
to  that  mental  sloth  and  careless  poverty  which  you 
already  possess,  and  your  children  will  inherit  after 
you,  in  America.  But  if  your  views  and  aspirations 
rise  a  degree  higher — if  your  minds  are  not  as  ser- 
vile as  your  present  condition — we  can  decide  the 
question  at  once ;  and  with  confidence  say,  that  you 
will  bless  the  day,  and  your  children  after  you, 
when  you  determined  to  become  citizens  of  I.ibe- 
ria. 

"  But  we  do  not  hold  this  language  on  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty,  for  the  purpose  of  consoling  ourselves 
for  the  sacrifice  of  health,  or  the  suffering  of  w  ant, 
m  consequence  of  our  removal  to  Africa.  We  en- 
joy health,  after  a  few  months'  residence  in  the 
country,  as  uniformly,  and  in  as  perfect  a  degree,  as 
we  possessed  that  blessing  in  our  native  country. 
And  a  distressing  scarcity  of  provisions,  or  any  of 
the  comforts  of  life,  has,  for  the  last  two  years,  been 
entirely  unknown,  even  to  the  poorest  persons  in 
this  community.  On  these  points  there  are,  and 
have  been  much  misconception,  and  some  malicious 
misrepresentations  in  the  U.  States. 

"  The  true  character  of  the  African  climate  is  not 
well  understood  in  other  countries.  Its  inliahitants  are 
as  robust,  as  healthy,  as  long  lived,  to  say  the  least, 
as  those  (f  any  other  country.  Nothing  like  an  epi- 
demic has  ever  appeared  in  this  colony ;  nor  can 
•we  learn  from  the  natives,  that  the  calamity  of  a 
sweeping  sickness  ever  yet  visited  this  part  of  the 
continent.  But  the  change  from  a  temperate  to  a 
tropical  country  is  a  great  one — too  great  not  to  af- 
fect the  health  more  or  less — and,  in  the  cases  of 
old  people,  and  verv  young  children,  it  often  causes 
death.  In  the  early  years  of  the  colony,  want  of 
good  houses,  the  great  fatigues  and  dangers  of  the 
settlers,  their  irregular  mode  of  living,  and  the  hard- 
ships and  discouragements  they  met  with,  greatly 
helped  the  other  causes  of  sickness,  which  prevailed 
to  an  alarming  extent,  and  were  attended  with  great 
mortality.  But  we  look  back  to  those  times  as  a  sea- 
son of  trial  long  past,  and  nearly  forgotten.    Our 
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houses  and  circumstances  are  now  comfortable ; 
and,  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  not  one  person 
in  forty,  from  the  middle  and  southern  states,  has 
died  from  the  change  of  climate.  Thedisastrous  late 
of  tlie  company  of  settlers  who  came  out  from  Bos- 
ton ill  the  brig  Vine,  eighteen  months  ago,  is  an  ex- 
ception to  the  common  lot  of  emigrants ;  and  the 
causes  of  it  ought  to  be  explained.  Tliose  people 
left  a  cold  region  in  the  coldest  part  of  winter,  and 
arrived  here  in  the  hottest  season  of  our  year.  Many 
of  them  were  too  old  to  have  survived  long  in  any 
country.  They  most  imprudently  neglected  the 
prescriptions  of  our  very  successful  physician,  the 
Kev.  Lott  Gary,  who  has  great  experience  and  great 
skill  in  the  fevers  of  the  country ;  and  depended  on 
medicines  brought  with  them,  whicii  could  not  fail 
to  prove  injurious.  And,  in  consequence  of  all 
those  unfortunate  circumstances,  their  sufferings 
were  severe,  and  many  died.  But  we  are  not  ap- 
prehensive that  a  simdar  calamity  will  befall  any 
future  emigrants,  except  under  similar  disadvan- 
tages. 

"  People  now  arriving,  have  cmnforiahle  houses  to 
receive  them  ;  ivill  enjoy  the  regular  attendance  of  a 
physician  in  the  slight  sickness  that  may  await  them ; 
will  be  surrounded  and  attended  by  healthy  and  happy 
people,  who  have  borne  the  effects  of  the  climate,  who 
will  encourage  and  fortify  them  against  that  despon- 
dency which,  alone,  has  carried  off  several  in  the  first 
years  of  the  colony. 

"  But  you  may  say,  that  even  health  and  freedom, 
as  good  as  they  are,  arc  still  dearly  paid  for,  when 
they  cost  you  the  common  comforts  of  life,  and  ex- 
pose your  wives  and  children  to  famine,  and  all  the 
evils  of  want  and  poverty.  We  do  not  dispute  the 
soundness  of  this  conclusion  either  ;  but  we  utterly 
deny  that  it  has  any  application  to  the  people  of  Li- 
beria. 

"  Away  with  all  the  false  notions  that  are  circula- 
ting about  the  barrenness  of  this  country :  they  are 
the  observations  of  such  ignorant  and  designing 
men,  as  would  injure  both  it  and  you.  A  more  fer- 
tile soil,  and  a  more  productive  country  so  far  as  it  is 
cullivaled,  ihrre  is  not,  we  believe,  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  Its  hills  and  plains  are  covered  with  a  ver- 
dure which  never  fades:  the  productions  of  nature 
keep  on  in  tlieir  growth  through  all  the  seasons  of 
the  year.  F.ven  the  natives  of  the  country,  almost 
without  farming  tools,  without  skill,  and  with  very 
little  labour,  make  more  grain  a)id  vegetables  than 
they  can  consume,  and  often  more  than  they  can 
sell. 

"  Cattle,  swine,  fowls,  ducks,  goats,  and  sheep,  thrive 
without  feeding,  and  require  no  other  care  than  to 
keep  them  from  straying.    Cotton,  coffee,  indigo,  and 
the  sugar  cane,  are  all  the  spontaneous  growth  (f  our 
forests ;  and  may  be  cultivated,  at  pleasure,  to  any 
extent,  by  such  as  are  disposed.    The  same  may  be 
said  of  rice,  Indian  corn,  guinea  corn,  millet,  and 
too  many  species  of  fruits  and  vegetables  to  be  enu- 
merated.    Add  to  all  this,  we  have  no  dreary  win- 
ter here,  for  one  half  of  the  year  to  consume  the  pro- 
dtictions  of  the  other  half    Nature   is   coastantly 
renevt'ing  herself  and  constantly  pouring  her  trea- 
sures, all  the  year  round,  into  the  laps  of  the  indus- 
trious.   We  could  say,  on  this  subject,  more ;  but 
we  are  afraid  of  exciting,  too  highly,  the  hopes  of  the 
imprudent.    Such  persons,  we  think,  will  do  well 
to  keep  their  rented  cellars,  and  earn  their  twenty- 
five  cents  at  the  wheelbarrow,  in  the  commercial 
towns  of  America,  and  stay  where  they  are.    It  is 
only  the  indnslrintis  and  virtuous  that  we  can  point 
to  independence,  and  plenty,  and  happiness,  in  this 
country.     Such  people  are  nearly  sure  to  attain,  in 
a  very  few  years,  to  a  style  of  comfiirlable  living, 
which  thev  may  in  vain  hope  for  in  the  United 
States  ;  and,  however  short  we  come  of  this  charac- 
ter ourselves,  it  is  only  a  due  acknowledgment  of 


the  bounty  of  Divine  Providence  to  say,  that  we  ge- 
nerally enjoy  the  good  things  of  this  life  to  our  en- 
tire satisfaction, 

"Our  trade  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  coast,  to  the 
interior  part-s  of  the  continent,  and  to  foreign  ves- 
sels. It  is  already  valuable  and  iivst  increasing.  It 
is  carried  on  in  the  productions  of  llie  country,  con- 
sisting of  rice,  palm  oil,  ivory,  tortoise  shell,  dye- 
woods,  gold,  hides,  wax,  and  a  small  amount  of  cof- 
fee :  and  it  brings  us,  in  return,  the  products  and 
manufactures  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  world. 
Seldom,  indeed,  is  our  harbour  clear  of  European 
and  American  shipping  ;  and  the  bustle  and  throng- 
ing of  our  streets,  show  something,  already,  of  tlie 
activity  of  the  smaller  seaports  of  the  United  States. 
"  Mechanics  of  nearly  every  trade,  are  carrying  on 
their  various  occupations ;  their  wages  are  high,  and 
a  large  number  would  he  sure  of  constant  and  profita- 
ble employment. 

"  Not  a  child  or  youth  in  the  colony,  but  is  provided 
with  an  appropriate  school.  We  have  a  numerous 
public  library,  and  a  court  house,  meetmg  houses, 
school  houses,  and  fortifications  sufficient,  or  nearly 
so,  for  the  colony,  in  its  present  state. 

"  Our  houses  are  constructed  of  the  same  materials, 
and  finished  in  the  same  style,  as  in  the  towns  of 
America.  We  have  abundance  of  good  building 
stone,  shells  lor  lime,  and  clay,  of  an  excellent  qua- 
lity, for  bricks.  Timlier  is  plentiful,  of  various  kinds, 
and  fit  for  all  the  different  purposes  of  building  and 
fencing. 

"  Truly  we  have  a  goodly  heritage  :  and  if  there 
is  any  thing  .acldng  in  the  character  or  condition  of 
the  people  of  this  colony,  it  never  can  be  charged 
to  the  account  of  the  country,  it  must  be  the  fruit 
of  our  own  mismanagement,  or  slothfulness,  or  vices. 
But  from  these  evils  we  confide  in  Him,  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  all  our  blessings,  to  preserve 
us.    It  is  the  topic  of  our  weekly  and  daily  thanks- 
giving to  Almighty  God,  both  in  public  and  in  pri- 
vate, and  He  knows  with  what  sincerity,  that  we 
were  ever  conducted,  by  his  Providence,  to  this 
shore.    Such  great  favours,  in  so  sliort  a  time,  and 
mixed  with  so  few  trials,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  no- 
thing but  his  special  blessing.    This  we  acknow- 
ledge.   We  only  want  the  gratitude  which  such 
signal  favours  call  for.    Nor  are  we  willing  to  close 
tills  paper,  without  adding  a  heartfelt  testimonial  of 
the  deep  obligations  we  owe  to  our  American  pa- 
trons and  best  earthly  benefactors,  whose  wisdom 
pointed  us  to  this  home  of  our  nation,  and  whose  ac- 
tive and  persevering  benevolence  enabled  us  to 
reach  it.    Judge,  then,  of  the  feelings,  with  which 
we  hear  the  motives  and  doings  of  the  Colonization 
Society  traduced ;  and  that,  too,  by  men  too  igno- 
rant to  know  what  the  Society  has  accomplished  ; 
too  weak  to  look  through  its  plans  and  intentions; 
or  too  dishonest  to  aclmowledge  either.    But,  with- 
out pretending  to  any  prophetic  sagacity,  we  can 
certainly  predict  to  that  society,  the  ultimate  tri- 
umph of  their  hopes  and  labours,  and  disappoint- 
ment and  defeat  to  all  who  oppose  them.  Men  may 
theorize,  and  speculate  about  their  plans  in  Ame- 
rica, liut  there  can  be  no  speculation  here.    The 
cheerful  abodes  of  civilization  and  happiness  which 
are  scattered  over  this  verdant  mountain — the  flou- 
rishing settlements  which  are  spreading  around  it — 
ths  sound  of  christian  instruction,  and  scenes  of 
christian  worship,  which  are  heard,  and  seen  in  this 
land  of  brooding  pagan  darkness— a  thousand  con- 
tented freemen,  united  in  forming  a  new  christian 
empire,  happy  themselves,  and  instruments  of  hap- 
piness to  others — every  object,  every  individual,  is 
an  argument,  is  demonstration,  of  the  wisdom  and 
goodness  of  the  plan  of  colonization. 

"  Where  is  the  argument  tliat  shall  refute  facts 
like  these  ?  And  where  is  the  man  hardy  enough 
to  deny  them?" 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Nicholson,  of  the  U. 
S.  ship,  Ontario,  to  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay. 

"Washington,  March  17,  1828. 
"  Having  visited  Ihe  colony  of  Liberia,  on  my  re- 
tin-n  to  the  United  States,  from  a  cruise  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, I  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request, 
by  presenting  to  you  such  views  of  its  present  con- 
dition and"  probable  growth,  as  occurred  to  me  in 
the  course  of  that  visit 

"  T.he  soil  in  the  possession  of  the  colonists  is  rick, 
and  will  produce  a  superabundance  for  the  support 
of  the  colony,  as  well  as  for  external  commerce.  Su- 
gar, cotton,  coffee,  rice,  and  various  trees  and  plants, 
yielding  valuable  dyes,  and  medicinal  gums,  can  be 
cultivated  with  success.  w 

"The  children  bom  in  the  country, are  fine  look- 
ing, and  I  presume  can  be  raised  as  easily  as  those 
of  tlie  natives.  All  the  colonists  with  whom  I  had 
communication  (and  with  nearly  the  w  hole  of  them 
did  I  communicate,  in  person,  or  by  my  officers,)  ex- 
pressed their  decided  wish  to  remain  in  their  present 
situation,  rather  than  relur?i  again  to  the  United 
States.  I  cannot  give  you  better  evidence  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  colony,  than  by  mentioning,  that 
eight  of  my  crew,  {coloured  mechanics,)  after  going 
ashore  two  several  days,  applied  for  and  received 
their  discharge,  in  order  to  remain  as  permanent  set- 
tlers. These  men  had  been  absent  from  their  coun- 
try upwards  of  three  years,  and  had  among  them 
nearly  two  thousand  dollars  in  clothes  and  money. 
Had  they  not  been  thoroughly  convinced,  that  their 
happiness  and  prosperity  would  be  belter  promoted 
by  remaining  among  their  free  brethren  in  Liberia, 
they  would  not  have  determined  on  so  momentous 
a  step  as  quitting  the  United  States,  perhaps  forever, 
where  they  had  all  left  friends  and  relatives. 

"  The  appearance  of  all  the  colonists,  those  of 
Monrovia  as  well  as  Caldwell,  indicated  more  than 
contentment.  Their  manners  were  those  of  free- 
men, who  experienced  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and 
appreciated  the  boon.  Many  of  them  had,  by  trade, 
accumulated  a  competency,  if  the  possession  of  from 
three  to  five  thousand  dollars  may  be  called  so.  As 
a  proof  of  the  growing  importance  of  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  more  than  one  hundred  hogsheads 
of  tobacco  had  been  imported,  during  the  last  year, 
and  the  demand  was  increasbig.  Ivory  and  cam- 
wood are  now  the  prominent  articles  received  in 
exchange,  for  foreign  imports  ;  other  dye-woods,  and 
many  medicinal  gums  and  roots,  will  be  hereafter 
brought  ui,  as  Ihey  are  already  known  to  exist  in 
the  interior. 

"  The  importance  of  this  colony,  as  regards  the 
native  tribes  of  Ihe  coast,  is,  in  my  estimation,  great. 
They  already  begin  to  perceive,  that  it  is  civiliza- 
tion and  the  blessings  of  religion,  which  give  supe- 
riority to  man  over  his  fellow  man.  They  had  sup- 
posed it  was  the  white  skin ;  but  now  they  see  in 
their  neighbourhood,  men  of  their  own  colour,  en- 
joying all  those  advantages,  hitherto  deemed  pecu- 
liar to  the  former.  This  has  elicited  a  spirit  of  in- 
quiry, which  must  tend  to  their  benefit.  The  phi- 
lanthropist may  anticipate  the  day,  when  our  lan- 
guage and  our  religion  will  spread  over  this  now 
benighted  land.  The  slave  trade  will  cease,  as  the 
colony  progresses,  and  extends  its  settlements.  The 
very  spot  where  now  exists  a  free  people,  was  a  de- 
pot for  the  reception  of  manacled  slaves.  This  fact 
alone  is  entitled  to  consideration,  and  ought  to 
arouse  the  zeal  of  the  friends  of  humanity  every 
where. 

"1  lake  leave  to  mention,  that  the  climate  is 
much  like  that  of  all  similar  latitudes ;  and  as  the 
land  is  rich,  and  most  of  it  still  in  woods,  we  must 
expect  that  bilious  fever  will  sometimes  prevail ; 
but  I  do  not  think  it  more  unhealthy  to  die  coloured 
people,  than  our  extreme  southern  coast ;  and  as  the 
soil  of  Liberia  becomes  clear  and  cultivated,  I  have 
no  doubt  it  will  be  found  as  healthy  as  any  other 


southern  latitude.  It  was,  I  believe,  never  intended 
that  the  white  man  should  inhabit  this  region  of  the 
globe  ;  at  least,  we  know  that  the  diseases  of  this 
climate  are  more  fatal  to  him,  than  to  the  man  of 
colour.  They  luxuriate  in  the  intense  heat,  while 
a  white  man  sinks  under  its  exhausting  influences. 
JOHIS  B.  NICHOLSON." 


LETTER  X. 

Subject    continued. — Letter  from    Captain 
Sherman — -fro7n  Captain  Kennedy — -from 
Captain  Weaver— from  Captain  Abels. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  W.  E.  Sherman,  Captain 
of  the  Liberia,  which  carried  the  Colonists  to  Li- 
beria, in  January,  1830,  to  Mr.  Edward  Hallo- 
well. 

"  Philadklphia,  May  10,  1830. 
"  Monrovia,  at  present,  consists  of  about  ninety 
dwelling  houses  and  stores,  two  houses  for  public 
worship,  and  a  court  fiouse.  Many  of  the  dwellings 
are  handsome  and  convenient,  and  all  of  them  com- 
fortable. The  plot  of  the  town  is  cleared  more  than 
a  mile  square,  elevated  about  seventy  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  and  contains  seven  hundred 
inhabitants.  'ITie  streets  are  generally  one  hundred 
feet  wide,  and,  like  those  of  our  good  city,  intersect 
each  other  at  right  angles.  The  Colonization  So- 
ciety have  an  agent  and  a  physician  there. 

"  The  agent  is  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  colony, 
and  the  physician  his  assistant.  No  white  people  are 
allowed  to  reside  in  the  colony  for  the  purpose  of 
trade,  or  of  pursuing  any  mechanical  business,  suck 
being  intended  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  co- 
loured, people.  The  colonial  secretary,  collector  of 
customs,  surveyor,  and  constables,  are  appointed 
by  the  agent — ihe  vice-agent,  sheriff;  treasurer,  and 
ail  other  civil  officers  are  elective,  and  all  the  offi- 
cers except  that  of  the  agent  and  physician  are  filled 
by  coloured  people. 

"  The  court  holds  its  sessions  on  the  first  Monday 
in  every  month ;  juries  are  empannelled  as  with 
us  ;  and  its  jurisdiction  extends  over  the  whole  co- 
lony. The  trials  are,  principally,  for  larceny,  and 
the  criminals  are  generally  natives,  who  commit 
thefts  in  the  settlements.  A  few  instances  of  kid- 
napping have  occurred  ;  these  depredations  were 
committed  on  the  recaptured  Africans.  To  the  ho- 
nour of  the  emigrants  be  it  mentioned,  that  but  five 
of  their  number  have  been  committed  for  stealing  or 
misdemeanor,  since  1827. 

"  Two  native  kings  have  put  themselves  and  their 
siibjecis,  {supposed  to  amount  to  ten  thou.':and.)  under 
the  protection  of  the  colony,  and  are  ready,  should  it 
be  thought  necessary  or  expedient  by  the  settlers, 
to  put  into  their  hands,  arms,  to  make  common  cause 
with  them,  in  case  of  hostilities  by  any  of  the  na- 
tives ;  which,  however,  is  not  anticipated,  as  the 
most  friendly  disposition  is  manifested  by  all  the  na- 
tives of  the  country,  from  whom  any  danger  might 
have  been  apprehended. 

"  There  is  much  liospitality  to  be  found  in  Mon- 
rovia, and  among  the  inhabitants  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  moral  and  religious  characters  than  in  this 
city.  /  never  saw  a  man  intoxicated,  nor  heard  any 
profane  swearing  during  the  three  weeks  I  was  among 
them.. 

'•  The  two  houses  for  religious  w'orship,  are  Baptist 
and  Methodist — The  Baptists  have  three,  and  Me- 
thodists five  preachers,  all  intelligent  coloured  men, 
merchants  and  tradere,  residing  among  them ;  so 
that  the  people  have  nothing  to  pay  for  the  support 
of  ministers.  Five  German  missionaries,  some  minis- 
ters and  teachers,  reside  there,  a  portion  of  whom 
preach  at  the  Methodist  church  occasionally. 

"  It  has  been  objected  that  the  climate  is  verj-  un- 
healthy— this  is  true,  as  it  respects  the  whites,  but 
erroneous  as  respects  the  coloured  people.     Those 
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from  the  middle  and  northern  states,  have  to  undergo 
what  is  called  a  seasoning — that  is.  they  genera/li/ 
take  the  fever  the  Jirst  month  (if  their  7esidcnce,  but 
it  has  rarely  proved  fatal,  since  accommodations 
have  been  prepared  for  their  reception  ;  those  from 
Georgia,  me  Carolinas,  and  the  southern  parts  of 
Virginia,  either  escape  the  fever  altogether,  or  have 
it  very  slightly.  Death  occui-s  there,  indeed,  as  in 
other  places ;  but  Dr.  Meclilin,  the  agent,  assured 
me  that  tlie  bills  of  mortality  would  show  a  less 
proportion  of  deaths,  thaii  those  of  Baltimore,  Phila- 
delplua  or  New  York.  W.  E.  SHERMAN." 


ship 


Letter  from   Captain  Kennedy,  of  the  U.  S. 
Java,  to  the  secretary  qf  the  Society. 

"  Norfolk,  June  22,  1831. 
"  Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  yours  of  the   11th  inst.  requesting  my  opi- 
nion of  the  condition  and  necessities  of  the  colony 
at  Liberia. 

"  I  hope  I  need  not  assure  you,  that  it  affords  me 
great  gratification  to  comply  with  your  request,  and 
to  lay  before  you  a  statement  of  the  facts  which  pre- 
sented themselves  to  me,  during  the  visit  I  made 
to  Montserado,  in  the  frigate  Java,  under  my  com- 
mand. 

"  The  wisdom  and  talent  which  distinguish  the 
councils  of  the  Society  to  which  you  belong,  and 
the  vast  materials  which  your  experience  and  zeal 
have  enabled  you  to  collect,  cause  great  diffidence 
on  my  part,  in  the  suggestion  of  any  new  plan  of 
operatioas.  I  was,  however,  not  an  idle  observer, 
during  my  stay  among  the  colonists,  and  the  con- 
clusions which  pressed  u]3on  my  mind,  as  the  re- 
sults of  my  inquiries,  shall  be  most  cheerfully  sub- 
mitted for  your  better  judgment  and  consideration. 
*'  It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe  in  the  outset, 
that  my  inquiries  were  commenced  under  auspices 
verj'  unfavourable  to  the  practicability  of  the  scheme 
of  your  Society ;  for  while,  I  trust,  I  yielded  un- 
feigned acknowledgment  of  the  piety  and  purity  of 
purpose  which  governetl  its  worthy  and  disinter- 
ested projectors,  yet  the  vast  difficulties  attending 
the  prosecution  of  tlieir  labours,  and  the  very  prob- 
lematical result-s,  in  the  want  of  success,  left  an  im- 
pression upon  my  mind,  altogether  unfavourable  to 
the  institution — under  these  impressions,  therefore, 
I  commenced  my  inquiry  with  great  caution.  I 
sought  out  the  most  shrewd  and  intelligent  of  the 
colonisLs,  many  of  whom  were  personally  known  to 
me,  and  by  long  and.  weary  conversations,  endea- 
voured to  elicit  from  them  any  dissatisfaction  with 
their  condition,  {if  such  existed.)  or  any  latent  design 
to  return  to  their  native  country — neither  of  these  did 
I  observe ;  on  the  contrary,  I  thought  I  coidd  per- 
ceive that  the!/  considered  ihat  they  had  started  into  a 
new  existence ;  that,  disencumbered  of  the  mortify- 
ing relations  in  which  they  formerly  stood  in  society 
— -they  felt  themselves  proud  of  their  attitude,  and 
seemed  conscious,  that  while  they  were  the  found- 
ers of  a  new  empire,  they  were  prosecuting  the 
noble  purpose  of  the  regeneration  of  the  land  of 
their  fathers. 

"  I  was  pleased  to  observe  that  they  were  im- 
pressed with  the  vast  importance  of  a  proper  edu- 
cation, not  onlyof  their  children,  but  of  the  children 
of  the  natives ;  and  that  to  tliis  they  looked  confi- 
dently as  the  means  of  effecting  their  high  object, 
namelv,  the  civilization  of  their  benighted  brethren 
in  Africa. 

"  1  observed,  with  great  satisfaction,  that  their 
children,  in  many  instances,  could  converse  in  the 
languages  of  the  tribes  by  which  the  colony  is  sur- 
rounded. Thus  the  obstacles  which  formerly  em- 
barrassed its  commerce  with  the  interior,  and  which, 
by  the  by,  are  even  now  but  few,  must,  in  a  very 
short  time,  cease  entirely  to  exist.  Most  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  traffic  which  can  be  profitably  used  in  bar- 
ter with  the  natives,  are  familiar  to  your  readers ; 


but  there  are  yet  some  nhich  have  not  employed 
the  enterprise  of  our  citizens,  and  of  those  embraced 
in  their  speculations,  many  improvements  inquahty 
might  advantageously  be  enumerated.  The  inha- 
bitants of  King  Boatswain's  town,  (one  hundred  and 
eighty  miles  up  the  St.  Paul's  river,  and  twenty 
miles  I'rom  it,  which  empties  into  the  bay  of  Mont- 
serado,) interchange  witii  the  most  friendly  disposi- 
tions towards  the  colonists. 

"  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  colonists 
are  turning  their  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  cof- 
fee. That  this  article  of  produce  is  to  prove  a  source 
of  vast  wealth  to  the  colonists  there  can  bo  no 
doubt ;  the  labour  and  expense  of  its  cultivation 
will  be  comparatively  small;  indeed, they  have  but 
to  clear  away  the  forest  trees,  and  the  plantations 
are  ready  to  their  hands.  There  are  two  descrip- 
tions of  the  plant  indigenous — one,  a  shrub,  evidently 
the  same  as  the  Mocha,  but  yielding  a  berry  of  supe- 
rior favour ;  the  other  a  tree,  frcqvently  attaining 
the  height  of  40  feet :  a  specunen  of  the  latter,  I 
brought  with  me  to  Cuba,  in  the  Java,  and  left  with 
i  Mr.  Shaier,  our  Consul,  for  the  Botanic  Garden  of 
that  city. 

"  That  there  are  many  vast  resources,  yet  unde- 
veloped in  Liberia,  no  one  can  entertain  a  doubt  ; 
that  they  will  soon  be  brought  forth,  and  made  avail- 
able by  the  enterprise  and  intelligence  of  the  colo- 
nists, is  equally  unquestionable.  How  earnestly 
then,  should  every  philanthropist  apply  himself  to 
aid  and  advance  the  operations  of  a  society,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  is,  not  only  to  elevate  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  our  fellow  beings  from  the  degrading  rela- 
tions in  which  they  stand  towards  the  rest  of  the 
human  race,  but  to  redeem  from  the  thraldom  of 
ignorance,  superstition  and  vice,  a  whole  continent ! 
That  these  great  results  are,  under  Providence,  to 
be  accomplished,  is  a  conviction  to  vvliich  I  have 
been  brought  by  actual  experience  and  scrutinizing 
observation.  EDWARD  P.  KENNEDY." 

"  P.  S.  It  would  be  well,  perhaps,  to  slate,  that,  in 
a  conversation  with  one  of  the  Kroos,  or  Kroomen, 
I  was  informed  by  him,  that  he  came  with  his  wife 
from  Timbuctoo  by  water,  with  the  exception  of 
twenty-five  miles,  the  distance  that  city  stands  from 
the  Niger;  he  came  down  the  St.  Paul's  to  Mont- 
serado." 


Extract  af  a  letter  from  Captain  Weaver,  who  visited 
the  Colony  in  1831. 

"  Washington,  Jan.  1,  1832. 
"The  charge  of  unhealthiness  against  Liberia,  for 
the  coloured  races,  cannot  be  supported.    It  is  the 
birthplace  of  the  black  man,  to  which  his  constitu- 
tion is  peculiarly  adapted ;  and  though  estranged 
for  a  time  from  his  native  clime,  nature  will  un- 
doubtedly triumphantly  resume  her  swaj',  whene- 
ver he  returns  to  the  land  of  his  fathers.     Africa  is 
the  black  man's  home,   physically.     Morally,   he 
should  a.=pire  for  a  residence  within  her  bounda- 
ries.   He  is  there,  the  lord  of  the  soil — all  mankind 
are  there  his  equals — the  distinction  of  colour  is  there 
against  the  white  man ;  for  in  Africa,  he  is  a  sort  of 
"  lusus  naturffl,"  an  object  to  be  pointed  at  by  the 
finger  of  curiosity,  an  object  of  dread  for  his  power, 
and  of  hatred  lor  his  avarice.     Sir,  I  have  faith  in 
the  success  of  the   colony  of  Liberia — you  have 
many  difficulties  to  encoimter ;  but  they  are  not  in- 
surmountable.   If  our  government  will  deign  to 
foster  that  colony,  a  very  short  time  will  suffice  to 
render  it  of  great  importance,  in  a  commercial  point 
of  view,  independent  of  home  considerations.    In 
the  tobacco  trade,  we  can  have  no  rivals.    The 
north  and  the  south  are  deeplv  interested  in  the 
pros'j^erity  of  our  sable  colony.    The  north  will  find 
a  vent  for  her  surplus  manufactures,  and  the  south 
a  home  and  a  refuge  for  a  portion  of  its  population, 
which  everi'  good  citizen  must  wish  to  see  speedily 
transferred  thither — I  nicn.n  the  free  coloured  popu- 
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lation  of  ihe  United  States.  The  cost  of  transporta- 
tion is,  by  many  persons  of  intelligence,  deemed  an 
insurmountable  barrier.  Avarice  brought  them 
here !  Shall  we  make  the  painful  admission,  that 
that  vice  so  far  exceeds  the  combined  virtues  of  a 
christian  community,  as  to  render  its  deeds  irrevo- 
cable !  No,  Sir  ;  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  American 
people,  with  a  due  understanding  of  the  case,  and 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  to  effect  much  by  a 
simultaneous  movement." 

Iietter  from  Captain  Abels,  of  the  schooner  Marga- 
ret Mercer,  dated  Washington  Feb.  10,  1832. 
"  Having  just  arrived  in  the  United  States,  from 
the  colony  of  Liberia,  to  which  place  I  went  as  mas- 
ter of  the  schooner  Margaret  Mercer,  and  where  I 
remained  thirteen  days,  during  which  time  I  was 
daily  on  shore,  and  carefully  observed  the  state  of 
affaii-s,  and  inquired  into  the  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple, I  venture  to  state  some  facts  in  regard  to  the 
circumstances  and  prospects  of  the  colony.    On  the 
14th  of  December  I  arrived,  and  on  thelSth  went 
on  shore,  and  was  received  in  the  most  polite  and 
friendly  manner  by  the  governor,  Dr.  Mechlin,  who 
introduced  me  to  the  ministers  and  principal  inha- 
bitants.    All  the  colonists  appeared  to  be  in  good 
health.     All  my  expectations  in  regard  to  ike  aspect 
of  things,  ihe  health,  harmony,  order,  contentment,  in- 
dustry, and  general  prosperity  of  the  settlers,  tvere 
more  than  realized.    There  are  about  two  hundred 
buildings  in  the  touTi  of  Monrovia,  extending  along 
the  Cape  Montserado,  not  far  from  a  mile  and  a 
quarter.*  Moat  of  these  are  good  substantial  houses 
and  stores,  (the  first  story  of  many  of  them  being  of 
stone,)  and  some  of  theni  handsome,  spacious,  paint- 
ed, and  with  Venitian  blmds.     Nothing  struck  me 
as  more  remariiable,  than  the  great  superioriU',  in 
intelligence,  manners,  conversation,  dress,  and'  ge- 
neral appearan<;e,  in  every  respect,  of  the  people 
over  their  coloured  brethren  in  America.   So  much 
was  I  pleased  with  what  I  saw,  that  I  observed  to 
the  people,  should  I  make  a  true  report,  it  would 
hardly  be  credited  in  the  United  States.    Among 
all  that  I  conversed  with,  /  did  not  find  a  discon- 
tented person,  or  hear  one  express  a  desire  to  return 
to  America.    I  saw  no  intemperance,  nor  did  I  hear 
a,  profane  word  utlered  by  any  one.    Behig  a  minis- 
ter of  the  gospel,  on  Christmas  day  I  preached  both 
in  the  Methodist  and  Baptist  church,  to  full  and  at- 
tentive congregations,  of  from  three  to  four  hun- 
dred^ persons  in  each.    I  know  of  no  place  where 
the  Sabbath  appears  to  be  more  respected  than  in 
Monrovia.    I  was  glad  to  see   that  the  Colonial 
Agent,  or  Governor,  is  a  constant  attendant  on  Di- 
vine service,  and  appears  desirous  of  promoting  the 
moral  and  religious  welfare  of  the  people.    Most  of 
the  setilers  appear  to  be  rapidly  acquiring  property, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  doing  better  for  them- 
selves and  their  children  in  Liberia,  than  they  could 
do  in  anv  other  part  of  the  world.     Could  the  free 
people  of  colour  in  this  country,  but  see  the  real  con- 
dition of  Ihoir  brethren  who  have  settled  in  Africa, 
I  am  persuaded  they  would  require  no  other  motive 
to  induce  them  to  emigrate.  This  is  my  decided  and 
deliberate  judgment." 

Exlracl  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mechlin,  Colony  Agent. 
"  .\s  to  the  morals  of  the  colonists,  I  consider  them 


rarely  hear  an  oatli,  and  as  to  riots  and  breaches  of 
the  peace,  I  recollect  of  but  one  instance,  and  that 
of  a  trifling  nature,  that  has  come  under  my  notice 
since  I  assumed  the  government  of  the  colony.  The 
Sabbath  is  more  strictly  observed,  than  1  ever  saw 
it  in  the  United  States.  Our  Sunday  schools  are 
well  attended,  not  only  by  the  children  of  the  colo- 
nists, but  also  by  the  native  children  who  reside 
amongst  us.  The  natives  themselves  are  so  well 
acquainted  with  our  strict  observance  of  this  day, 
that  you  never  lind  them  offering  any  thing  for  sale, 
nor  can  you  hire  them  to  work  for  you ;  1  mean 
those  who  have  been  amongst  us,  and  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  our  customs." 

Extract  from  an  Essay  cm  the  African  Slave  Trade, 
said  to  be  written  by  a  distinguished  British  naval 
officer,  who  passed  three  years  on  the  African  coast, 
trom  the  Amulet,  a  London  annual  for  1832. 
"  On  the  subject  of  Sierra  Leone,  and  the  causes 
of  its  failure,  so  much  has  been  said,  that  it  would 
be  superfluous  to  repeat  it  here.  Public  expectation 
has  not,  certainly,  been  answered ;  but  that  these 
experiments  are  not  of  a  fanciful  or  impracticable 
nature,  is  completely  proved  by  the  success  which 
has  attended  the  colony  which  came  next  in  succes- 
sion on  this  coast.   This  is  a  bold  promonlorj',  called 
originally  Monte   Serrado,  but   corrupted,   as  all 
names  are,  by  negro  pronunciation,  into  Mesurado. 
The  American  Colonization  Society  located  here  a 
number  of  free  people  of  colour,  the  offspring  of 
African  slaves,  born  in  America  and  liberated. 

"  The  settlement  consists  of  two  establishments. 
The  first  is  Monrovia,  on  Cape  Montserado,  and  tho 
other  Caldwell,  seven  miles  up  the  river  St.  Paul. 
The  whole  population  amounts  to  about  three  hun- 
dred families,  comprising  more  than  1500  persons, 
(2000  at  present)  who  have  each  farms  allotted  to 
them,  some  in  the  lower  and  some  in  the  upper  set- 
tlement. A  regular  and  most  improved  system  of 
husbandry  is  i7isisted  on. 

"  Nothing  has  tended  more  to  suppress  ihe  slave- 
trade  in  this  quarter  than  ihe  amstant  intercourse  and 
communication  of  the  imtives  with  these  ijidustrious 
colonists  The  American  agent,  Mr.  Ashmun,  took 
every  opportunity  and  means  in  his  power  to  extin- 
guish a  traffic  so  injurious  in  every  way  to  the  fair 
trader ;  and  at  Cape  Montserado,  good  and  correct 
information  was  always  to  be  obtained  of  any  slave 
vessel  on  the  coast,  within  the  commtmication  or 
influence  of  the  colony.  This  active,  respectable, 
and  intelligent  man  is  since  dead;  but  his  spirit 
still  actuates  all  his  people. 

"  T/ie  character  of  these  industrious  colonists  is 
exceedingly  correct  and  moral :  their  minds  strongly 
impressed  xrith  religious  feelings ;  their  77ianr:ers  se- 
rious and  decorous ;  arid  their  domestic  habits  re- 
markably neat  and  comforiahlc..  Those  who  have 
visited  them,  speak  highly  of  their  appearance  and 
mode  of  living.  They  are  a  comely  and  well-formed 
race  of  negroes — neat  and  clean  in  their  persons — 
modest  and  civil  in  their  manners — and  regular  and 
comfortable  in  their  dwellings.  Their  houses  are 
well  built,  ornamented  with  gardens  and  other 
pleasing  decorations,  and  on  the  inside  are  remarka- 
bly clean — the  walls  well  wlute-washed,  and  the 
rooms  neatly  furnished. 

"  ITie  complete  sticcess  of  this  colony,  is  a  proof 


much  better  than  those  of  the  people  of  the  U.  S. ;    tJiat  negroes  are,  by  proper  care  and  attention,  as  suS' 

thzi  is,  you  may  take  an  equal  nmnber  of  the  inhabit-] 

ants  from  any  section  of  ihe  Union,  and  you  will 

find  more  drunkards,  m.ore  profane  swearers  and 

Sahba'h-breakers,  <fc.,  than  in   Liberia.     Indeed,  I 

know  of  no  country  where  thing?  are  conducted 

more  quietly  and  orderly  than  in  this  colony.    You 

*  This  is  a  great  increase  siiine  tlie  visit  of  Captain 
Sherman,  two  years  before. 


ceptible  of  the  habits  of  industry,  and  the  improve- 
ments of  social  life,  as  any  other  race  of  human  be- 
ings ;  and  that  the  melioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
black  people  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  means  of 
such  colonies,  is  not  chimerical.  Wherever  the  infl'u- 
ence  of  this  colmiy  extends,  the  slave-tr.\de  has 

BEEN  ABANDONED  BY  THE  N.ITIVES,  AND  THE  PEACE- 
FUL PURSUITS  OF  LEGITIMATE  C031IHERCE  ESTA- 
BLISHED IN  ITH  rr.ACE." 


